SPORTSMAN

for that. After the first excitement of being an owner-
driver had passed, he willingly took back seat as a passen-
ger, and in that respect his taste has not since changed.
Moreover, flying has robbed him of his early interest in
motoring. In the air, at least for the present, the
experience of speed can be indulged in without danger
to others. That, we can safely say, is one of the reasons
for his preference. Some of the other reasons have
already been quoted, the advantages of wider views,
cleaner travel and time-saving, for example.

The Prince's physical appearance at the age of forty
bears witness to a careful, almost an austere regard for
fitness. He did not begin with the asset of robust
health. He could not afford to take the risks that most
men in the twenties and thirties allow themselves. The
strain imposed by the routine of official visits, speeches
and functions, has sometimes been too great, and when-
ever that has happened, the Prince has been wise enough
to obey doctor's orders. Often his doctor's intervention
has set up a conflict between desire and expediency, but
such conflicts have only served to throw into relief a
quality of essential common sense. The Prince is neither
head-strong nor a hypochondriac, and in this we catch a
reflection of the King, his father. Since the King's
illness his doctors have been compelled to consider most
carefully each of his engagements and the advisability
of fulfilling it. The King himself dislikes to cancel a
State ceremony, and on these occasions doctors have
sometimes to apply tactful, but firm pressure.

Before the State opening of the new Session of Parlia-
ment in November, 1934, for instance, they were
required to be especially diplomatic. On the day before
the event a fog descended. The situation was not easy,
for the King insisted that he was prepared to disregard
the fog and carry out the ceremony. His medical
advisers did not want him to take this risk, and as late as
midnight were in consultation. They urged resort to
a Royal Commission such as Queen Victoria frequently